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crated wrong in the name of justice, had a tendency in the
same direction; Swift and even Berkeley had no respect or
liking for the leading men of the gown in their day. Noble
exceptions nevertheless existed; the Irish Bench and Bar had
some eminent names even in this season of dreary eclipse.
The most remarkable of these was Anthony Malone, a scion
of the old race of Offaley, already conspicuous for his tine
parts, and soon to appear brilliantly on the political scene.
The condition of Ireland at this period was also seen on
the face of the country. Swift has informed us that the
ravage done by the war of 1689-91 exceeded that done from
1641 to 1649; if this is an exaggeration we may believe his
statement that, as we have said, the land was half a desert
during the first quarter at least of the eighteenth century,
Very few country houses or demesnes were seen; for
absenteeism, we have remarked, had produced the middleman,
and severed the landlord from the land; absenteeism had
been greatly augmented by the exclusion of the Protestant
gentry from office in the state; and, in consequence, numbers
of the Irish landlords lived abroad or in England, and spent
little on their estates. The commercial restrictions had the
same effects; the habitations even of the largest occupiers of
the soil were squalid and mean amidst the prevailing poverty;
and the traveller roamed through great wastes of pasturage
where agriculture scarcely existed, unfenced and half-grazed by
scanty flocks and herds. As for the mass of the population,
the broken remains of the tribes, clans, and septs of another
age, it was huddled into miserable Celtic hamlets, or scattered
in hovels in the rural districts, especially where it had been
driven to the hills; its wretched appearance, its rags, its dirt, its
sloth, its beggary, expressed a condition which Swift compared to
that of the swine of the field, and from which even Berkeley
turned away with disgust. The country too was hardly opened
byroads; the forests and woods which had covered the land